
History: 
· This 26 year old male presented 3 hours ago in severe respiratory distress. Recently increased wheezing and cough associated with increased  sputum production. 
· Past medical history: Asthma since childhood. Several hospitalizations. Intubated on one previous occasion. 
· Social History: Smoker
· Medicationss: ventolin inhalations prn; Flovent; Accolate (zafirlukast) 20mg bid
Examination

· Vitals BP 155/85 HR 130 RR 34 Sats 94% on 100% FiO2
· GCS 15
· CVS: BP 155/85 HR 130 Heart sounds inaudible; pulsus paradoxus 20 mmHg
· RS:  RR 34; Distressed; Using accessory muscles; Unable to speak; Severe wheezing; Airway looks ok
· GI: Abdomen soft non tender

Laboratory

Admission ECG
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Chest X-ray: heart and mediastinum show no abnormality. There is overdistension of lung fields. No evidence of pneumothorax.
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